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1. Introduction and
conclusion

1.1. PURPOSE AND CONCLUSION 

1. Ths report concerns the extent to whch the Dnsh Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the
nteror supports the muncptes n ther efforts towrds chdren n cre. n 2014, p-
proxmtey 11,000 chdren – correspondng to 1 per cent of  Dnsh chdren – ged be-
tween 0 nd 17 were pced wy from ther home, ether wth foster fmes or n nsttu-
tons. n 2014, the muncptes’ expendture for pcements ws DKK 9.3 bon, of whch
the government funded pproxmtey DKK 600 mon.

2. n the pst ten yers, muncptes hve, on occson, fed to supervse chdren n
cre dequtey or fed to tke pproprte nd tmey cton to protect chdren exposed
to buse or negect.

3. f chdren n cre do not receve the support nd ssstnce they need, the socoeco-
nomc s we s the person consequences for the chdren my be severe; there s ev-
dence tht former chdren n cre s duts re ess key to compete n educton or
fnd empoyment thn chdren who hve not been pced n cre. Moreover, former ch-
dren n cre experence more serous heth probems s duts nd more re key to com-
mt crmn offences. t foows tht mprovng the quty of cre pcements hs poten-
t benefts.

4. The Dnsh prment mpemented the reform of the Dnsh chd protecton system
n 2006 n order to mprove the pocy outcome. As prt of the reform, the provsons of
the Act on Soc Servces concernng pcement of chdren n cre were fundmenty
chnged. The obectve of the reform ws to ensure tht chdren n cre hd the sme op-
portuntes s ther peers n terms of educton, work nd fmy fe, nd ths shoud be
cheved by ftng the quty of cse processng n the muncptes. The most serous
probems tht needed to be ddressed were outned n the comments to the b:

• Cre servces were not suffcenty tored to meet the needs of the ndvdu chd.
• The cre provded ws not dequtey foowed up.
• The chdren were not dequtey consuted on ther future.
• The effect of the cre servces ws nether documented nor mesured.

CHILDREN IN CARE 
n ths study, chdren n cre 

refers to  chdren nd young 

peope between the ges 0 to 

17 pced n cre. 
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Wth the reform, prment wnted to mprove the quty of cre pcements for the n-
dvdu chd by requrng the muncptes to dopt  more systemtc nd thorough p-
proch to pcements. To cheve ths, the reform mposed sttutory requrements on the 
muncptes to conduct so-ced chd protecton exmntons nd work out cton 
pns for the chdren, before they were pced n cre. The reform so specfed the mun-
cptes’ obgton to consut wth the chdren on ther future, nd prescrbed the number 
of tmes the oc uthortes woud be requred to foow up on the cre servces provded 
to the ndvdu chd. Lst, the reform set out to ensure tht the effect of servces provd-
ed to chdren n cre ws documented nd mesured.  
 
5. Rgsrevsonen ntted the study n November 2015 n order to determne whether the 
Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror hs supported the muncptes’ efforts towrds 
chdren n cre. The bckground for the study s the fct tht exmntons of the munc-
ptes’ prctce n the re, crred out by the Nton Soc Appes Bord, show tht 
 rge number of cses re not processed n compnce wth the sttutory requrements 
tht were ntroduced wth the reform of the chd protecton system ten yers go. To ths 
shoud be dded tht knowedge of the outcome of pcements s mted. n her response 
of 30 uy 2015 to prment’s Commttee on Soc Affrs nd the nteror, Kren Eemnn, 
Mnster of Soc Affrs nd the nteror, sd tht the eve of knowedge bout the effect 
of the methods nd pproch empoyed to support chdren n cre s nsuffcent. 
 
The purpose of the study s to ssess whether the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nte-
ror hs supported the muncptes n ther efforts towrds chdren n cre n order to 
cheve the obectves defned for the reform of the chd protecton system. The report 
nswers the foowng questons:  
 
• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror supported the muncptes n ther 

efforts to compy wth the requrements of the reformed chd protecton system n 
terms of meetng the needs of the ndvdu chd, consutng wth the chdren on ther 
future nd foowng up on cre servces provded? 
 

• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror supported chevement of the ob-
ectves set for documentton nd mesurng of the effect of servces provded to 
chdren n cre?  
  

CHILD PROTECTION 
EXAMINATION  
The purpose of ths exmn-

ton s to dentfy the chdren’s 

strengths nd the probems 

they re fcng. The exmn-

ton s descrbed n det n 

secton 50 of the Act on Soc 

Servces. The cseworker s-

sesses the foowng spects 

n reton to the chd:  
 

• deveopment nd behvour 

• fmy 

• schoo 

• heth 

• esure ctvtes nd frend- 

shps 

• other mtters of reevnce. 
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CONCLUSION 
 

Rgsrevsonen’s study shows tht the reform of the chd protecton system hs not – n 
the perod 2006 to 2014 – dmnshed the probems t ws ment to resove. The purpose 
of the reform ws to 
 
• tor cre servces to the needs of the ndvdu chd bsed on the chd-protecton ex-

mntons nd cton pns worked out for the ndvdu chd; 
• foow up on the effect of cre provded to the ndvdu chd; 
• nvove the chdren through consuttons; 
• document nd mesure the effect of the servces provded to chdren n cre. 
 
t s Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror hs 
not supported the muncptes dequtey n ther efforts to mpement the reform of 
the chd protecton system. Through exmntons crred out n the perod 2006 to 2014, 
the mnstry ws mde been wre tht  consderbe number of pcement cses were 
not processed by the oc uthortes n compnce wth the sttutory requrements. Ths 
mens tht chd protecton exmntons nd cton pns hve not been worked out for 
mny of the chdren pced n cre durng ths perod, nor hve the uthortes consuted 
wth the chdren pror to ther pcement. Snce 2006, the mnstry hs mpemented  
number of egstve nd specfc nttves to strengthen nd mprove prctces concern-
ng pcements. Specfc nttves to strengthen cse processng hve ncuded suppe-
mentry trnng of cseworkers. However, exmntons crred out by the mnstry over 
the pst ten yers do not provde ny evdence tht cse processng hs mproved, nor s 
the mnstry be to document tht these nttves hve hd the ntended effect.  
 
Snce 2006, there hs been  rge gp between key sttutory requrements nd the prc-
tce of the oc uthortes. An ntensfed effort s therefore needed to ensure tht cses 
re processed n compnce wth the requrements nd obectves of the reform of the chd 
protecton system. 
 
t s so Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror 
hs not dequtey supported the muncptes n ther efforts to ensure tht the effect 
of servces provded to chdren n cre s documented nd mesured. Ths ssessment s 
bsed on the fct tht the mnstry hs ony tken few nd spordc steps to dssemnte 
toos tht coud ssst the oc uthortes nd soc servce provders n documentng 
nd mesurng the effect of cre servces. Rgsrevsonen’s study shows tht the oc u-
thortes hve not come very fr n mesurng the effect of servces provded to chdren 
n cre, nd they re therefore unbe to ncorporte knowedge of the effect of the vr-
ous servces n ther mngement of the re.  
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Rgsrevsonen’s study shows tht cseworkers re requred to report  rge mount of 
dt on pcements to the Nton Soc Appes Bord for sttstc purposes. Rgsre-
vsonen fnds t mportnt tht the mnstry ensures tht these dt re beng used. The 
mnstry shoud so prortse the key dt tht re essent for montorng the effect of 
servces provded to chdren n cre, on nton eve. On nton eve, ony  few nd-
ctors mesure outcomes for chdren n cre nd the ndctors cnnot be nked to the 
type of cre tht the ndvdu chd s pced n, whch mens tht the mnstry cnnot 
montor the effect of the pcements.  
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