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1. Introduction and 
conclusion 

  

1.1. PURPOSE AND CONCLUSION 

1. Ths report concerns the Dnsh Mnstry for Chdren nd Soc Affrs’ (Mnstry of So-
c Affrs) efforts to ensure tht dt vbe from Dnsh nton sttstcs dtbses 
provde n dequte bss for documentng the effect of soc nterventons.  
 
 n the context of soc nterventon, effect s defned s  chnge n the ctzen’s cr-
cumstnces tht cn be scrbed to the nterventon. Therefore, documentng the effect 
of soc nterventons requres coecton of dt on the ctzen’s soc probems, chr-
cterstcs nd crcumstnces. Ths nformton must then be combned wth dt on 
the soc servces provded to the ctzen, the outcome for the ctzen nd ny pre 
or future nterventons pnned for the perod under revew. Hvng knowedge of the ef-
fect of soc nterventons s cruc for ensurng tht the ctzens re offered the servces 
tht w hve the gretest postve mpct on ther ves. Knowedge of the effect of soc 
nterventons cn so hep the government nd muncptes prortse soc spendng 
on the most effectve nterventons, nd thereby cheve the most effcent use of re-
sources. 
 
2. Over the yers, chngng governments hve hd focus on the need to dentfy nd deve-
op more knowedge bout the most effectve soc nterventons. Snce 2006, the govern-
ments of the dy nd the Dnsh nton ssocton of muncptes’ (KL) nnu gree-
ments on the economy of the muncptes hve refected ther shred mbton to work 
towrd better documentton of the effect of soc nterventons.  
 
3. The study ws ntted n Februry 2016 nd fows from fndngs mde n connecton 
wth Rgsrevsonen’s prevous studes n the re nd sever ntern nyses nd reports 
by the Mnstry of Soc Affrs. Ths mter demonstrtes tht producng exct stte-
ments, updted sttstcs nd nyses concernng soc servces nd nterventons, bro-
ken down by soc group, contnues to present dffcutes. Prtcury the topcty nd 
quty of exstng dt re cusng probems. 
 
  

NATIONAL STATISTICS 
The Dnsh muncptes re 

by w requred to report soc 

dt to the nton sttstcs 

dtbses ke, for nstnce, the 

dtbse on chdren n cre.  

Beng ddcted to heron s n 

exmpe of  soc probem, 

the chrcterstcs of  ctzen 

coud be hs/her ge or educ-

ton, the crcumstnces of  ct-

zen coud refer to hs/her net-

work, .e. fmy nd frends tht 

cn provde support to the ct-

zen.  
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4. The purpose of the study s to ssess whether the Mnstry of Soc Affrs hs ensured 
n dequte bss for documentng the effect of soc nterventons. The report nswers 
the foowng questons:  
 
• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs provded  frmework tht fcttes systemtc re-

portng of dt from the muncptes to the nton sttstcs dtbses? 
• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs supported work procedures tht ensure the rebty 

of nton sttstcs dt? 
• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs ensured tht nton sttstcs dt provde the b-

ss for deveopng knowedge to document the effect of soc nterventons? 
  

CONCLUSION 
 

t s Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs hs not, to the extent 
requred, ensured tht nton sttstcs dt provde  bss for documentng the effect 
of soc nterventons. Ths s not consdered stsfctory by Rgsrevsonen when tkng 
nto ccount tht chngng governments for the pst ten yers hve shred n mbton to 
cheve ust tht. Knowedge bout the effect of soc nterventons w mke the mun-
cptes better equpped to dever the rght soc servces to the ctzens. To ths shoud 
be dded tht evdence-bsed soc pocy s so ssocted wth potent cost svngs.  
 
n order to procure  suffcent bss for documentng the effect of soc nterventons, 
the Mnstry of Soc Affrs must specfy the type of dt needed, coect the dt nd 
ssure the quty of soc dt provded by the muncptes. n the next phse, the dt 
shoud be mde vbe through the reevnt nton sttstcs dtbses nd used to 
crry out nyses of effect. t s essent tht the mnstry, to the extent possbe, uses 
exstng dt to document the effect of soc nterventons rrespectve of ny ssues wth 
the quty of dt. Actve ppcton of dt cn contrbute to enhncng the dt qu-
ty. The fct tht the mnstry hs not used dt from the nton sttstcs dtbses to 
deveop knowedge of the effect of soc nterventons s not consdered stsfctory by 
Rgsrevsonen. Rgsrevsonen notes tht the mnstry hs not deveoped ny pns or strt-
eges concernng how nd the extent to whch the mnstry ntends to use dt for docu-
mentng the effect of soc nterventons. Rgsrevsonen fnds tht the mnstry shoud 
use dt to crry out nyses of the effect of soc nterventons. n order to be be to 
do tht, the mnstry needs to estbsh nd crfy the defnton of the type of nyses 
tht cn document the effect of soc nterventons. 
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The study shows tht coectng nd reportng dt to the nton sttstcs dtbses 
hve cused probems. The muncptes re responsbe for regstrton nd reportng of 
dt on the ctzens nd the soc servces they receve. t s the Mnstry of Soc Affrs’ 
responsbty to ensure tht dt re beng coected, mde pubcy vbe through ree-
vnt nton sttstcs dtbses nd used to deveop knowedge bout the effect of so-
c nterventons. t s so the mnstry’s responsbty to ddress probems retng to 
the coecton of dt cross muncp borders, but the mnstry hs no uthorty to mpe-
ment chnges n the muncptes’ prctce of regstrton or T systems. Rgsrevsonen 
recognses tht the fct tht the mnstry hs no power to mpose snctons on the mun-
cptes cn mke t dffcut for the mnstry to ensure tht the muncptes fuf ther 
reportng obgtons. The mnstry hs ssued  drft b for consutton tht cs for m-
proved optons to foow up on nd sncton the muncptes n the event of repeted 
omssons to report dt to the nton sttstcs dtbses.  
 
The study so shows tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs hs not estbshed dequte pro-
cedures to ssure the quty of reported dt. t s Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht there 
s sgnfcnt rsk tht the dt hed n the four nton sttstcs dtbses ncuded n 
ths study re not rebe, becuse the mnstry hs not, to the extent necessry, ensured 
tht dt coected from the muncptes re rebe, comprehensve nd updted.  
 
t s Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht t hs tken  ong tme for the Mnstry of Soc 
Affrs to defne  frmework for the coecton of dt n the muncptes. Prtcury 
the mnstry’s work to deveop ndctors for the type of dt to be coected hs been 
drwn-out.  
 
t s so Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs coud do more to 
deveop the exstng gudenes med t the muncptes to ensure tht they specfy 
dt reportng nd quty ssurnce requrements. Rgsrevsonen notes tht greter fo-
cus on correct reportng nd coecton of dt w reduce the need for subsequent qu-
ty ssurnce of the dt. 
 
n My 2016, the Mnstry of Soc Affrs mpemented  dt strtegy wth the purpose 
of enhncng the quty of dt n the soc re. Rgsrevsonen wecomes ths nttve 
to sove some of the probems retng to dt n the re nd recommends tht the mn-
stry ncudes the foowng spects n the strtegy:  
 
• The estbshment of stndrdsed procedures for ssurng the quty of dt hed n 

the nton sttstcs dtbses. 
• Prortzng resources for the nyss of dt tht cn document the effect of soc 

nterventons. 
• dentfyng dt quty ssues to ensure tht these re consdered n the Mnstry of 

Soc Affrs’ nyses.  
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