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1. Introduction and 
conclusion 

  

1.1. PURPOSE AND CONCLUSION 

1. Ths report concerns the Dnsh Mnstry for Chdren nd Soc Affrs’ (Mnstry of So-
c Affrs) efforts to ensure tht dt vbe from Dnsh nton sttstcs dtbses 
provde n dequte bss for documentng the effect of soc nterventons.  
 
 n the context of soc nterventon, effect s defned s  chnge n the ctzen’s cr-
cumstnces tht cn be scrbed to the nterventon. Therefore, documentng the effect 
of soc nterventons requres coecton of dt on the ctzen’s soc probems, chr-
cterstcs nd crcumstnces. Ths nformton must then be combned wth dt on 
the soc servces provded to the ctzen, the outcome for the ctzen nd ny pre 
or future nterventons pnned for the perod under revew. Hvng knowedge of the ef-
fect of soc nterventons s cruc for ensurng tht the ctzens re offered the servces 
tht w hve the gretest postve mpct on ther ves. Knowedge of the effect of soc 
nterventons cn so hep the government nd muncptes prortse soc spendng 
on the most effectve nterventons, nd thereby cheve the most effcent use of re-
sources. 
 
2. Over the yers, chngng governments hve hd focus on the need to dentfy nd deve-
op more knowedge bout the most effectve soc nterventons. Snce 2006, the govern-
ments of the dy nd the Dnsh nton ssocton of muncptes’ (KL) nnu gree-
ments on the economy of the muncptes hve refected ther shred mbton to work 
towrd better documentton of the effect of soc nterventons.  
 
3. The study ws ntted n Februry 2016 nd fows from fndngs mde n connecton 
wth Rgsrevsonen’s prevous studes n the re nd sever ntern nyses nd reports 
by the Mnstry of Soc Affrs. Ths mter demonstrtes tht producng exct stte-
ments, updted sttstcs nd nyses concernng soc servces nd nterventons, bro-
ken down by soc group, contnues to present dffcutes. Prtcury the topcty nd 
quty of exstng dt re cusng probems. 
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4. The purpose of the study s to ssess whether the Mnstry of Soc Affrs hs ensured 
n dequte bss for documentng the effect of soc nterventons. The report nswers 
the foowng questons:  
 
• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs provded  frmework tht fcttes systemtc re-

portng of dt from the muncptes to the nton sttstcs dtbses? 
• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs supported work procedures tht ensure the rebty 

of nton sttstcs dt? 
• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs ensured tht nton sttstcs dt provde the b-

ss for deveopng knowedge to document the effect of soc nterventons? 
  

CONCLUSION 
 

t s Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs hs not, to the extent 
requred, ensured tht nton sttstcs dt provde  bss for documentng the effect 
of soc nterventons. Ths s not consdered stsfctory by Rgsrevsonen when tkng 
nto ccount tht chngng governments for the pst ten yers hve shred n mbton to 
cheve ust tht. Knowedge bout the effect of soc nterventons w mke the mun-
cptes better equpped to dever the rght soc servces to the ctzens. To ths shoud 
be dded tht evdence-bsed soc pocy s so ssocted wth potent cost svngs.  
 
n order to procure  suffcent bss for documentng the effect of soc nterventons, 
the Mnstry of Soc Affrs must specfy the type of dt needed, coect the dt nd 
ssure the quty of soc dt provded by the muncptes. n the next phse, the dt 
shoud be mde vbe through the reevnt nton sttstcs dtbses nd used to 
crry out nyses of effect. t s essent tht the mnstry, to the extent possbe, uses 
exstng dt to document the effect of soc nterventons rrespectve of ny ssues wth 
the quty of dt. Actve ppcton of dt cn contrbute to enhncng the dt qu-
ty. The fct tht the mnstry hs not used dt from the nton sttstcs dtbses to 
deveop knowedge of the effect of soc nterventons s not consdered stsfctory by 
Rgsrevsonen. Rgsrevsonen notes tht the mnstry hs not deveoped ny pns or strt-
eges concernng how nd the extent to whch the mnstry ntends to use dt for docu-
mentng the effect of soc nterventons. Rgsrevsonen fnds tht the mnstry shoud 
use dt to crry out nyses of the effect of soc nterventons. n order to be be to 
do tht, the mnstry needs to estbsh nd crfy the defnton of the type of nyses 
tht cn document the effect of soc nterventons. 
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The study shows tht coectng nd reportng dt to the nton sttstcs dtbses 
hve cused probems. The muncptes re responsbe for regstrton nd reportng of 
dt on the ctzens nd the soc servces they receve. t s the Mnstry of Soc Affrs’ 
responsbty to ensure tht dt re beng coected, mde pubcy vbe through ree-
vnt nton sttstcs dtbses nd used to deveop knowedge bout the effect of so-
c nterventons. t s so the mnstry’s responsbty to ddress probems retng to 
the coecton of dt cross muncp borders, but the mnstry hs no uthorty to mpe-
ment chnges n the muncptes’ prctce of regstrton or T systems. Rgsrevsonen 
recognses tht the fct tht the mnstry hs no power to mpose snctons on the mun-
cptes cn mke t dffcut for the mnstry to ensure tht the muncptes fuf ther 
reportng obgtons. The mnstry hs ssued  drft b for consutton tht cs for m-
proved optons to foow up on nd sncton the muncptes n the event of repeted 
omssons to report dt to the nton sttstcs dtbses.  
 
The study so shows tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs hs not estbshed dequte pro-
cedures to ssure the quty of reported dt. t s Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht there 
s sgnfcnt rsk tht the dt hed n the four nton sttstcs dtbses ncuded n 
ths study re not rebe, becuse the mnstry hs not, to the extent necessry, ensured 
tht dt coected from the muncptes re rebe, comprehensve nd updted.  
 
t s Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht t hs tken  ong tme for the Mnstry of Soc 
Affrs to defne  frmework for the coecton of dt n the muncptes. Prtcury 
the mnstry’s work to deveop ndctors for the type of dt to be coected hs been 
drwn-out.  
 
t s so Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs coud do more to 
deveop the exstng gudenes med t the muncptes to ensure tht they specfy 
dt reportng nd quty ssurnce requrements. Rgsrevsonen notes tht greter fo-
cus on correct reportng nd coecton of dt w reduce the need for subsequent qu-
ty ssurnce of the dt. 
 
n My 2016, the Mnstry of Soc Affrs mpemented  dt strtegy wth the purpose 
of enhncng the quty of dt n the soc re. Rgsrevsonen wecomes ths nttve 
to sove some of the probems retng to dt n the re nd recommends tht the mn-
stry ncudes the foowng spects n the strtegy:  
 
• The estbshment of stndrdsed procedures for ssurng the quty of dt hed n 

the nton sttstcs dtbses. 
• Prortzng resources for the nyss of dt tht cn document the effect of soc 

nterventons. 
• dentfyng dt quty ssues to ensure tht these re consdered n the Mnstry of 

Soc Affrs’ nyses.  
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